
Outstanding Business Students Travel to Dallas, Texas to Participate 
in the Business Professionals of America National Leadership Conference 

 
Top students from Mat Su Career and Technical High School (CTHS) will be attending the Business 
Professionals of America (BPA) 2018 National Leadership Conference, “Dream Bigger,” in Dallas, TX, 
from May 7-14, 2018. CTHS chapter members, Alexia Bayer-Snyder, Amanda Mayer, Landon McDowell, 
Alyssa Rogers and Engen Sundberg will join over 6,000 other conference delegates from across the 
nation to participate in national level business skills competitions, workshops, general sessions, and 
national officer candidate campaigns and elections. Besides having the opportunity to excel, they’ll 
experience the city of Dallas, TX.  
 
“The conference will be the culmination of a school years’ worth of business education and training 
which members of the local chapter of Business Professionals of America at CTHS have received,” said 
chapter advisor, Amy Riddle, who teaches in the Business Pathway.  
 
Each of the CTHS members have qualified at the State Leadership Conference to compete in their two 
competitive events. These include: Fundamental Accounting, Personal Financial Management, 
Fundamental Word Processing, Fundamental Spreadsheet Applications, Advanced Word Processing, 
Advanced Office Systems and Procedures and Digital Publishing. Third-party certifications will be made 
available to members attending the conference. CTHS members will be taking Microsoft Office Specialist  
certification exams in: Word Core, Word Expert, PowerPoint and Excel. 
 
Members will participate in the following leadership training workshops through BPA University: Taking 
Photography to a New Level, Design with Direction, The Value of Certifications and A Student’s Guide to 
Launching a Successful Career. 
 
The National Secondary Officer Campaign and Election will be held and all CTHS members will 
participate in this process. Four of the CTHS members will be Alaska Association Voting Delegates. 
 
The BPA Torch Awards Program is designed to promote professionalism and leadership in both career 
development and personal growth. Students complete activities in the seven Torch categories--
Leadership; Service; Cooperation; Knowledge; Friendship; Love, Hope, Faith; and Patriotism--then log 
their activities in an online Torch Résumé. The highest level in the BPA Torch Awards Program is 
Ambassador. Two of the CTHS members have earned their Ambassador Torch Award and will be 
recognized at the National Honor Awards Session. 
 
The BPA National Center provides a wide variety of opportunities to our members for continual 
leadership development training. The BPA Student Certification series is one of those leadership 
development opportunities. Two of the CTHS members have completed all of the requirements in this 
program and will be recognized at the National Honor Awards Session. 
Business Professionals of America is a national organization for high school, college, and middle school 
students preparing for careers in business, finance and management information systems. The 
organization’s activities and programs complement classroom instruction by giving students practical 
experience through application of the skills learned at school.  
 
Business Professionals of America acts as a cohesive agent in the nationwide networking of education 
and business and industry. The mission of Business Professionals of America is to contribute to the 



preparation of global professionals through the advancement of leadership, citizenship, academic, and 
technological skills. 
 
Business Professionals of America is aided in this endeavor with financial support from companies, 
institutions and organizations such as: The American Institute of CPAs, B.E. Publishing, Social Assurity, 
HowTheMarketWorks, Driving-Tests.org, Custom Shades, Nysewander, Geans & Stucky, RIT Saunders 
College of Business and Certiport. The generous support by BPA’s many partners facilitates scholarships, 
educational resources, professional development workshops, webinars and other opportunities for our 
students and educators and helps make BPA’s National Leadership Conference possible and successful. 
 


